Interaction of molybdenum with other elements and compounds in the organism.
The toxic effect of molybdenum lies in the inhibition of the activity of the sulphide oxidase system and in the formation of thiomolybdate from molybdate and endogenous sulphides. Sulphate ions activate the enzymic system oxidizing sulphide and thiomolybdate thus restraining the formation of thiomolybdate and accelerating the oxidation of thiomolybdate to the less toxic molybdate.